
 

Continuing to Move Forward in the time of the 
Pandemic 

The way we celebrate the Mass at this time. 
  

We continue to move forward in hope and in safety in what some are now calling the second 
stage of the corona virus.  I thank all of you who have been so generous and so cooperative all 
these months.  What follows below is both a repetition of what we have been doing and some 
new information. Thank you for taking the time to read it. 
  
  

Our daily Mass schedule is as follows: 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
with Confessions available and 

common recitation of the rosary at 5:00 p.m. 
And the weekly school Mass on Wednesday at 8:30 a.m. 

  
All of these masses, except the Wednesday Mass are open to 
everyone without reservation.  Unfortunately we will not be able to 
have anyone other than students and teachers at the Wednesday 
Mass.  I know that will be hard on some parents who loved to come 
and pray with their sons and daughters but space simply does not 
permit us to do so. 
  

Our weekend end Mass schedule is: 
Saturday at 4:00 ( with confessions available at 3:00) and 

Sunday at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30. 
  

We are continuing to ask you to sign up for the Mass you would like 
to attend and sign in when you arrive.  This serves two very important 
purposes.  First it allows us to keep the proper social distance at this 
time in our relatively small church and should the sad occasion arrive 



it allows us to do the necessary tracing.  I deeply appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter. 
  
During this pandemic, the diocese seeks to foster the common good of all by conducting our 
public gatherings in a manner that both protects the health and safety of our faithful and those 
whom they will encounter.  
  
Below is a brief Q&A based on the guidelines given to pastors, parishes, and other diocesan 
institutions. Please note that the implementation of these guidelines may look different from 
parish to parish based on several factors including parish size, available facilities, and county 
specific health directives. 
  
  

Q&A 
Who should attend a limited space public Mass in person? 
The faithful of the Diocese of Toledo continue to be dispensed from their Sunday obligation until 
further notice. Understanding the desire of so many of the faithful to return to our churches, it 
remains important for those who are at greater risk (the elderly, sick, those with pre-existing 
conditions) to take special care and caution at this time. 
  
How much space is available at St. Pius X? 
 Each public Mass whether weekday or Sunday is limited to a total of 30 seating units.  A 
seating unit (pew) may be for one person or a couple who live together and arrive and depart 
together or a family who arrive and depart together.   
Social distancing will be practiced at all public Masses. You are asked to follow the guidance of 
an usher or posted sign and you can expect some seating to be cordoned off to permit proper 
distancing.  
  
Face masks of some kind are required and expected (except for children 2 and under), and all 
are encouraged to bring their own hand sanitizer and/or sanitizing wipes, although these will 
also will be available at the entrance of the church. 
  
Sadly, there will be no  social gatherings before or after Mass in the church or narthex.  
  
There will also be temporary liturgical changes like those implemented during the early stages 
of this pandemic, always maintaining reverence fitting for the Sacred Liturgy. These changes 
include the following: 
  

● Although processions are discontinued during this time, since our sacristy is located 
near the entrance of the church the priest celebrant alone will enter this way.  The 
Reader and Eucharistic Minister will take places before Mass in the very first row of 



chairs on either side, remain there before and after their service and be the last to 
leave after Mass. Spouses and children of Readers or Eucharistic Ministers may sit 
together under the condition mentioned earlier 

  
● The Book of the Gospels will not be carried in.  All readings, including the Gospel, will 

be from the same Lectionary. Therefore the Lector will not remove it after the second 
reading. 

  
● Please do not touch the microphone.  Adjust your body position if needed not 

the microphone. 

  

● The offertory procession including the collection is suspended. You will be asked to 
place your offering in the basket in the narthex before entering. 

  

● The Sign of Peace will be expressed by the priest to the congregation as a whole and 
the congregation as a whole to the priest.  There will be no further expression of the 
Peace. 

● Holy Communion will be distributed only by one species. Please follow the instructions 
of the usher regarding leaving the pew, lining up and returning to the pew after Holy 
Communion.  You are  asked to receive Holy Communion only in the hand during this 
time of contagion.     Remember this is the proper form of receiving in the hand.  A 
Eucharistic Throne is formed by placing one hand, totally flat, on top of the other hand, 
also totally flat.  Once the host has been placed on the Eucharistic Throne the bottom 
hand retrieves the host, places it in the mouth and consumes it.  DO NOT TAKE THE 
HOST FROM THE DISTRIBUTOR’S HAND.  DO NOT FORM THE HANDS IN A 
“PRAYING MODE” or “V” SHAPE WHICH COULD ALLOW THE HOST TO SLIP 
BETWEEN THE HANDS. This is a good time to correct any errors you may have 
allowed to slip into your reception of Holy Communion this way.  By the way, the 
reception of Holy Communion by the creation of a Eucharistic Throne is the more 
ancient form of receiving Holy Communion and was the norm long before reception on 
the tongue was introduced. The priest and those assisting with the distribution of Holy 
Communion will use sanitizers before distributing and immediately after distribution. 

  

● We now have a limited permission to bring Holy Communion to the Sick not present. 
Eucharistic Ministers asked to do so should check with Fr. Whalen for full details. 

  



● Following the final blessing and dismissal the organist will begin to play an 
instrumental recessional while the ushers will dismiss pew by pew from the back of the 
church to the front.  Please wait until you are invited to depart.  

  

● The Holy Water fonts at the entrance of the church remain empty. 

  
  
Where will Masses be celebrated?  
Mass will be celebrated only in the church. The narthex is NOT available as an alternative to 
the church.   Parents with a child in need of time/space may go to the narthex but great care 
must be taken to assure the child does not touch anything in the narthex.  Only one parent may 
be with the child. 
  
There is a new and innovative option available for Sunday Mass,  an outdoor Sunday Mass 
at 5:00p.m. on the St. Francis field  adjacent to Gesu.  Parking in either Gesu parking lot will 
give easy access.  Bring your own chair or blanket. .  See the announcement in the bulletin with 
full details. 
  
CONFESSIONS.  The sacrament of reconciliation will be available promptly at 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday and 5:00 p.m. Thursday.  Confessions will be heard in the School Faculty Room not 
the confessional in order to have the proper space between penitent and priest.  A sign  will be 
on the door.  From the narthex, facing the doors of the church, the room is to the right, next to 
the Main School Office, roughly across the hall from the Boys Washroom. 
 


